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When we published our Strategic Plan last year, we included a commitment to
support the workforce to engage with, and provide high-quality provision for,
learners with a range of needs. This included those with special educational needs
and disabilities (SEND). This month’s launch of the Centres for Excellence in
SEND is an important milestone in our work to satisfy that commitment. It places
more focus on supporting learners, helping to ensure they have the greatest
possible opportunity to make the most of their talents, skills and ambitions.

Another of our DfE-funded programmes, the T Level Professional Development
(TLPD) offer, has seen the launch of many new elements recently. They include
the self-assessment tools and a range of Top Tips guides and subject-specific
resources. I encourage you to investigate the support we are creating whether you
are confirmed as a 2020 or 2021 provider or not.

For those with responsibility for Learning Support Assistants (LSAs), I strongly
recommend a read of our new guidance on the role of Learning Support
Assistants in FE. Published at the start of June, it has already enjoyed positive
feedback from practitioners. I hope its practical, evidence-backed recommendations
will help to ensure that LSAs are effectively deployed and supported to make the
most positive possible impact on learners’ outcomes.

Another of our activities that undoubtedly has a hugely positive impact not just on
learners, but also on practitioners and the sector as a whole, is Advanced Teacher
Status (ATS). In the May-June edition we reported that a second cohort of
colleagues had been successful in attaining ATS and this month they – along with
those who gained the status in 2018 – will attend a graduation ceremony in London.
This is where they will also be conferred the Chartered Teacher status. These
individuals are doing a great deal to advance the professionalism of the sector and I
offer them our sincere congratulations.
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Learning Support Assistants guidance now available

The ETF published new guidance on the role of Learning Support Assistants



FIND OUT MORE

The ETF published new guidance on the role of Learning Support Assistants
(LSAs)  in FE in June. Aimed at leaders and managers, it makes five key
recommendations designed to maximise the impact of LSAs and help improve
learning outcomes. Developed in partnership with the Education Endowment
Foundation (EEF), the guidance builds on EEF’s work on the use of Teaching
Assistants in school-based education.

FIND OUT MORE

Centres for Excellence in SEND launched

The ETF has announced three Centres for Excellence in SEND (Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities) in England as part of a Department for
Education-funded national programme. The Centres – City College Norwich,
Derby College and Weston College – will each concentrate on one of three
key practical themes for the programme: community, curriculum and people.
The Centres will support leaders, managers and practitioners.
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More elements of T Level Professional Development offer available

June has seen the launch of several more elements of the ETF’s Department for
Education-funded T Level Professional Development offer. New support
includes self-assessment tools to help organisations and individuals assess their
readiness to deliver T Levels, Top Tips guides on recent innovations in teaching
practice, and a suite of videos featuring subject specialist teachers talking about
tricky-to-teach areas of the curriculum.

New Apprenticeships Standards toolkit available

A new practitioner-led toolkit that attempts to define and understand what the
sector means by ‘outstanding’ teaching, learning and assessment in the context of
Apprenticeship Standards has been published by the ETF. Exploring Delivery in
Apprenticeship Standards, which shares emerging practice, case studies and tools,
is available now on the ETF’s Excellence Gateway site.
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Taking Teaching Further funding boost announced

A funding boost for the ETF’s Taking Teaching Further programme was announced
by Minister of State Anne Milton at the end of May. It will support 45 further
education providers to recruit experienced industry professionals from sectors such
as digital, engineering and construction, to work in the classroom. Alison Morris,
ETF Executive Director of Programmes, provides an update on the programme.
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ETF Executive Director of Programmes, provides an update on the programme.

Potential of technology in FE unrealised, reports find

The use of technology in teaching and learning in Further Education is widespread,
but its full potential is yet to be realised. That’s according to two reports reporting
the views of teachers and learners published by the ETF this month. The surveys
looked at which technologies are used and what for, how the use of technology is
perceived, and the barriers to its greater adoption.

ETF in the News
     
FE News: Enhance Digital Teaching Platform continues to hit milestones
and evolve
    
TES: Is evidence really the key to good policy design?
    
FE Week: English & Maths Supplement June 2019

ETF Vacancies

https://email.etfoundation.co.uk/t/4XJY-6EX7-ZIK0ZJ-46KXI-1/c.aspx
https://email.etfoundation.co.uk/t/4XJY-6EX7-ZIK0ZJ-469MR-1/c.aspx
https://email.etfoundation.co.uk/t/4XJY-6EX7-ZIK0ZJ-46A5Y-1/c.aspx
https://email.etfoundation.co.uk/t/4XJY-6EX7-ZIK0ZJ-46A5Z-1/c.aspx
https://email.etfoundation.co.uk/t/4XJY-6EX7-ZIK0ZJ-46A60-1/c.aspx


News in brief

Do you want to make a real difference to the UK’s further education and
training profession and the lives and opportunities of those they teach and
train? 

The ETF, and its membership body SET, plays a pivotal role in supporting the
sector.

Find out more on our vacancies page.

New Society for Education and Training corporate partners

Guernsey College of Further Education and The Sheffield College have each
become corporate partners of the Society for Education and Training, it was
announced in June.

Talent to Teach celebrates 300th placement and seeks vacancy data

With 300 participants having completed a Talent to Teach work placement and
vacancy data being sought from providers, Cognition’s Julia Richards reflects on the
programme’s success in a new blog.

Women’s Leadership Network annual conference

Tickets remain available for the Women’s Leadership Network annual conference on
11 July. The event, which takes place at Morley College in London, will explore the
theme of ‘Inclusive Leadership’.
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