
OCTOBER–NOVEMBER 2019

This is a very busy time of year for the sector and October saw the ETF supporting
both World Teachers’ Day and Colleges Week. It was good to see the FE
community joining peers across the education family to share their stories and make
their voices heard.

It was also a significant period in the roll-out of T Levels, with the Department for
Education launching a campaign aimed at potential students and publishing an
updated T Level Action Plan.

It was also noteworthy for our T Level Professional Development offer, with the
launch of further new elements including one aimed specifically at those advising
young people on their post-16 options in feeder schools. We have also
published a raft of case studies of teachers and leaders who have undertaken
Industry Insight placements. Stories such as these serve as inspiring reminders
of the value of seeking new experiences.

November looks set to be equally exciting, with both the Society for Education and
Training’s Annual Conference and the AoC Conference and Exhibition taking
place. I look forward to meeting many of you at these events.

As you receive this, entries for another of the big events in the sector’s calendar –
the TES FE Awards – will be closing. We will again be supporting the FE Leader of
the Year and Teacher of the Year categories in 2020 and I look forward to reading
what I know will be another selection of inspiring stories.

Very much open is the window to express an interest in being one of the cohort to
begin working towards Qualified Teacher Learning and Skills (QTLS) status in
January. If you haven’t already acquired QTLS, I encourage you to make 2020 the
year you do.
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FIND OUT MORE

Taking Teaching Further application deadline extended
 
Applications to become a new teacher as part of the £5million government-
funded Taking Teaching Further programme have been extended from
October 2019 until January 2020. 

The initiative aims to help recruit over 150 industry experts into teaching roles
in Further Education providers across England. The programme was
launched by the Department for Education in June 2018.
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ACCESS THE TOOLKIT

Future Apprenticeships: Provider Toolkit 8/e available

The eighth edition of the ETF’s Future Apprenticeships Provider toolkit is now
available on the Excellence Gateway site. It takes account of the latest policy
developments, provides advice and guidance, and includes examples of
effective practice from providers involved in designing and delivering the new
standards. Designed to help providers involved in apprenticeship delivery, it
covers topics from strategy and planning to implementation.

https://email.etfoundation.co.uk/t/4XJY-8R2Y-ZIK0ZJ-66DLA-1/c.aspx


Further Forces candidate profiles available via online pin map

The ETF Further Forces recruitment programme – which supports the transition of
Armed Services leavers into technical teaching roles in Further Education – now
has an online pin map of available candidates that providers can use to identify
suitable individuals in their areas. Pins on the map display anonymised profiles of
candidates including the subject area in which they want to teach and when they
are available.

Subject Knowledge and Subject Teacher Training webinars

Webinars focussed on the teaching of the three T Levels that will be available from
September 2019 – Design, Surveying and Planning; Digital Production, Design and
Development; and Education and Childcare – are now available to book. The
‘twilight’ sessions will take place from 5pm to 7.30pm on dates in November,
February and March. Led by a subject expert, they will be suitable for new and
experienced teachers
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Views sought on EdTech Teacher Status for FE

The ETF is seeking views on the idea of an Edtech Teacher Status for the sector.
Similar to QTLS and ATS, the EdTech Teacher Status would be the badge of
EdTech advanced practitioner professionalism and mastery in FE. The ETF is
welcoming thoughts from the whole FE sector through a short survey which is
open until 5pm on Friday 29 November 2019.

Staff Governors’ conference – book your place
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Staff Governors’ conference – book your place
    
The annual – and only – event for staff governors will take place in London on
Friday 29 November. The theme for this year is ‘Governance in Changing Sands’.
The event will provide a forum for staff governors to discuss how colleges can
respond to national challenges and opportunities, and how to maximise their
potential on the governing body. This programme is subsidised by DfE and tickets
cost £50, including vat.

ETF in the News
                   
Tes: College of the future will be positive and ambitious
                 
FE Week: ‘Worryingly low’ number of BAME college leaders to be
tackled with new scheme
                  
Tes: GCSE resits: Is a new approach needed?

ETF Vacancies
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News in brief

Do you want to make a real difference to the UK’s further education and
training profession and the lives and opportunities of those they teach and
train? 

The ETF, and its membership body SET, plays a pivotal role in supporting the
sector. 

Find out more on our vacancies page.

West Suffolk College becomes SET Corporate Partner

West Suffolk College is the latest provider to invest in its staff and learners by
becoming a Corporate Partner of the Society for Training and Education.

Case study – RSL Bob Read and Easton and Otley College

Regional Specialist Lead Bob Read and Tom Cheek of Easton and Otley College
reflect on work they have been doing to improve the delivery of embedded support
on apprenticeship programmes.

Essential Digital Skills CPD update

An update on the development of CPD to support teachers and trainers who will
deliver the new Digital Skills Entitlement from 2020 is provided in a new blog for the
ETF site.
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